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gold, the golden rings and buttons, the chests of
sugar, the casks of quicksilver, the damasks and
the Portuguese wines, that had suddenly appeared
in London.    There were terrific wranglings at the
Council table.    Several wealthy hostages had been
brought back from Cadiz, and the Queen announced
that all their ransoms should go into her pocket
When  Essex  protested  that  the  soldiers  would
thereby lose  their  prize-money,   she  would not
listen;  it was only, she said, owing to their own
incompetence   that   the   loot   had   not   been  far
greater; why had they not captured the returning
West  Indian   fleet?    The   Cecils   supported her
with  unpleasant  questions.    The   new   Secretary
was   particularly   acid,    Essex,   who   had   good
reason to expect a very different reception,  was
alternately depressed and exacerbated.    " I see,"
he wrote to Anthony Bacon, " the fruits of these
kinds of employments, and I assure you I am as
much distasted with the glorious greatness of a
favourite as I was before with the supposed happi-
ness of a courtier, and call to mind the words of
the wisest man that ever lived, who, speaking of
man's works crieth out * Vanity of vanities, all is
but vanity.' "    The Queen's displeasure was in-
creased by another consideration.    The blaze of
popularity that surrounded the Earl was not to
her liking.    She did not approve of anyone being
popular except herself.    When it was proposed
that thanksgiving services for the Cadiz victory